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LISTENING AND BUILDING POWER
by Nissa Lee Phillips
This year is now in full swing, and somehow it's nearly
April! We hope that you are staying well, dry and
connected. Here are a few of our updates.

We are hearing stories of unprecedented demand
for homeless and domestic violence services,
alongside a severe shortage of accommodation.

After postponing our annual event for the past two
years, we are excited to announce that Hunter
Homeless Connect Day is going ahead on August
10th, 2022.

We are hearing stories of people accessing
services who haven't ever had to access services
before. We are hearing about the impact of rising
living costs, and how the housing affordability
crisis is impacting people in our community.

An additional two thousand copies of the Hunter
Homeless Connect 'My Community Directory' have
now been distributed across the region, alongside
hundreds of copies of the Hunter Homeless Connect
QR code poster to help connect people in need to
local homeless and crisis support services.
Hunter Homeless Connect are now in the process of
rolling out our second listening campaign. If you
would like to participate please email Nissa

The stories we hear highlight the need for more
social and affordable housing, emergency
accommodation, local leadership and also a
national coordinated plan to end homelessness.
In the image above, volunteers at Soul Cafe
receive copies of the My Community Directory.
L to R: Chantelle Richards, Nissa Phillips and
Meredyth Kavanagh.
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PAY IT FORWARD IN ACTION- EAST LAKES RECEIVES FOOD VOUCHERS
Our Pay it Forward program collects funds via donation tap
points installed in various cafes, such as Suspension
Espresso, Bank Corner Espresso and Bar and Onyx Espresso
Bar. We use these funds to purchase vouchers from local IGA
stores, hairdressers and cafes which we then distribute to
services who can give them to people in need. We recently
provided some of these vouchers to the team at Eastlakes
Family Support Service Inc. and here's what Roz and Tracey
had to say below.
"Eastlakes Family Support would like to thank Nissa and the
team at Hunter Homeless Connect for their ongoing support
of our service. The recent donation of food vouchers from IGA
Boolaroo - Mac's will help us to continue to alleviate financial
stress experienced by some of our clients who are doing it
tough through no fault of their own as the daily costs of living
are rising, everything from food to petrol to rent/interest
rates, etc. The stories we are hearing on a daily basis of what
families are going through is heartbreaking."

SUPPORTING REACH'S HEALTHY BREAKFAST PROGRAM
Recently Hunter Homeless Connect donated
$1,000.00 to REACH Homeless Services to
purchase goods for their breakfast packs.
The funds came from community donations
via one of our donation tap point devices
which is situated at Suspension Espresso.
These packs are for people who are doing it
tough, and are discreetly stored in the fridge
at Suspension. They're collected by those
who need them throughout the week.
The crew at Suspension have been looking
after vulnerable members of our community
for many years now and we are so grateful
for their support with our donation device,
and also for their willingness to partner with
us and organisations like REACH, to help
others. Partnerships like this, can really
make a difference in our community.

Pictured L to R with our Connecting the Hunter Coordinator,
Nissa Phillips, HHC Inc. Chair Michelle Faithfull, REACH
Homeless Services' wonderful volunteers Glenda and Michelle
and committee member Gary Parsisson (also CEO of REACH).
Contact Nissa our Connecting the Hunter Program coordinator
for more information, email:
connecting@hunterhomelessconnect.org.au

