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Lockdowns are hard for all of us, but some people are
more impacted than others. Job losses, decreases in
government financial support alongside rent increases
have led to an increase in homelessness, as well as a
rise in food insecurity across our region. 

Hunter Homeless Connect have recently partnered
with OzHarvest and have provided two thousand
copies of the Hunter Homeless Connect 'My
Community' directories that were distributed with
OzHarvest hampers across our region. 

In the image above, volunteers from OzHarvest pack
hampers that include copies of the Hunter Homeless
Connect 'My Community' directories (L to R: Ted, June,
Tom and Paul). 
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"OzHarvest Newcastle are continuing to offer
emergency food relief during the pandemic and
throughout lockdown. Our yellow army of
volunteers are packing 750 hampers a week and
cooking over 500 frozen meals that are being
delivered to a number of agencies across the
Hunter. Through our weekly hampers, we are
proud that we have also been able to assist in the
distribution of the Hunter Homeless Connect 'My
Community Directory' to the community."

Nicki Lembcke, Newcastle City Manager 
OzHarvest.

Multiple food relief services have reported an
increase in people accessing their services, for
more information see the FoodBank Hunger 2020
Report, 'Food insecurity in the time of COVID-19'
here.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/hunter-homeless-connect-inc/
https://www.facebook.com/HunterHomelessConnect
https://www.foodbank.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/FB-HR20.pdf


THE CITY OF NEWCASTLE COMMUNITY FOOD SUPPORT GRANT  
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In June 2021, Hunter Homeless Connect received a five
thousand dollar 'Quick Response Funding Agreement' grant
for Community Food Support through the City of Newcastle
council.

With these funds, our Connecting the Hunter coordinator
Nissa Lee Phillips was able to purchase over one hundred
food and meal vouchers from local Beaumont Street
businesses that were then distributed via local homeless
support services including Reach Homeless Service and
Matthew Talbot Homeless Service to local people
experiencing, or at risk of homelessness.

We would like to thank The City Of Newcastle for providing
timely funds through the 'Community Food Support' Quick
Response Funding Agreement, and look forward to working
together in future partnerships to provide dignified support to
local people in need.

 HUNTER COMMUNITY ALLIANCE'S LORD MAYORAL MINUTE
Lord Mayor Nuatali Nelmes, recently
published a Lord Mayoral Minute
which included Hunter Community
Alliance's proposals, to assist with
the rising number of people who are
homeless and at risk in Newcastle.
All councillors were supportive and
the motion passed unanimously.
Thank you to all councillors for
recognising the need for these
initiatives. You can watch an extract
of the council meeting here . You can
read the online Newcastle Herald
article here. 

Hunter Homeless Connect have been
working in collaboration with the
Hunter Community Alliance to help
respond to the rising rates of
homelessness in our region.  

 
 

https://www.newcastleherald.com.au/story/7417471/united-effort-will-unlock-housing-for-all/


JESMOND FRUIT BARN  AND THE 'PAY IT FORWARD' PROGRAM
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We would also like to extend a big
thank you to Jesmond Fruit Barn for
providing discounted food vouchers 
 through the 'Pay it Forward' program
over the past six months. 

So far, over fifty $50 food vouchers
have been provided to people in
need, including women accessing
domestic violence and homelessness
refuge's in our region. In this way we
were able to both support local
businesses, homeless support
services, and help feed people in
need. 

Photo features L to R ; Jess Bint;
Carlo Pasquale (owner); and Chelsea
Jovanoski. 

 
We are eternally thankful to our three supporting cafes
that feature our 'Pay it Forward' donation tap points, as
well as to everyone who donates money through these
tap points. With the money raised we have been able to
continue purchasing food and meal vouchers for local
services including Jesmond Neighbourhood Centre,
Carrie's Place domestic violence and homelessness
service and Warlga Ngurra women and children's refuge. 

Photo features L to R: Jay and Nic with the 'Pay it
Forward' donation tap point at Onyx Espresso cafe in
Mayfield.
 
Our Connecting the Hunter program provides an
opportunity for small businesses, corporate
organisations and individuals in the community to be
active participants in responding to homelessness in the
Newcastle and Hunter region. 

Contact Nissa our Connecting the Hunter Program
coordinator for more information about how you can get
involved. Phone: 0401 163 761, Email:
connecting@hunterhomelessconnect.org.au


