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PAY IT FORWARD CAMPAIGN IN ACTION
by Nissa Lee Phillips
We love being able to share stories that demonstrate
goodwill and a community response to homelessness.
Have you ever 'paid it forward' at one of our donation
tap points and then wondered where the money goes?
The money raised enables us to buy vouchers for food
and haircuts from local businesses that are then
distributed to local homelessness and crisis support
services. Since the donation tap points were installed
in October 2020, over $6000 has been donated
towards this initiative. A big thank you to everyone
who has donated!
To 'pay it forward' at a donation tap point and support
this community response to homelessness, please
visit one of our three supporting cafes; Onyx Espresso
Bar in Mayfield, Suspension Espresso in Islington, or
Bank Corner Espresso and Bar in Newcastle West. This
initiative is supported by Port Waratah Coal Services.

In the image above, Janet Kin (left) is receiving a
$50 food voucher for Jesmond Fruit Barn that was
provided through Jesmond Neighbourhood
Centre. This food voucher helps her feed her
family healthy food.
"The looks on our clients faces when I hand them
a voucher donated by the 'pay it forward' program
is absolutely amazing. Most of our clients are too
ashamed to ask for "handouts" until I tell them to
look at it as family helping family. With the
vouchers our clients can purchase what their
family "like", giving them a sense of belonging and
pride in being able to shop and support their
families".
Kikki Tagaroulias, community development
coordinator at Jesmond Neighbourhood Centre.
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WINTER COATS DISTRIBUTION
Thanks to a generous donation from the Order of Malta in
Sydney, Hunter Homeless Connect have distributed three
hundred winter coats across Newcastle, Lake Macquarie and
the Hunter Valley to services and people who are
experiencing homelessness.
These jackets have been very much appreciated by people
who have been sleeping rough, as demonstrated by the story
below.
"It's the 3am cold that is hard. I needed this jacket the other
night when I was wet to the bone." Dan Tripp.
We would also like to extend a big thank you to Belmont
Neighbourhood Centre for providing hundreds of beautiful
hand knitted beanies and scarves that have been distributed
at homeless support services and women and children's
refuges across the region.
In other news, we are thrilled to be the beneficiary of the Annual
Lord Mayor's Prayer Breakfast for 2021. We are so grateful to
receive such incredible support from the community and we would
like to thank everyone who contributed to the $15,155.00 raised
at the breakfast. These funds will go towards further distribution of
our Community Directory and the continuation of our Pay it
Forward program.
As rates of homelessness increase across Newcastle, Lake
Macquarie and the Hunter Valley, we have stepped up to do more
local advocacy work to respond to this crisis.
In June, Hunter Homeless Connect helped facilitate Lake
Macquarie City Council's 'Homelessness Forum'. In July we are
also presenting at the City of Newcastle's ''Moving from
vulnerability to resilience in Newcastle and Surrounds' forum. We
will discuss potential solutions to homelessness across our region.
Our Connecting the Hunter program provides an opportunity for
small businesses, corporate organisations and individuals in the
community to be active participants in responding to homelessness
in the Newcastle and Hunter region.
Contact Nissa our Connecting the Hunter Program Coordinator:
0401 163 761. Email: connecting@hunterhomelessconnect.org.au

