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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
NEWCASTLE!
by Nissa Lee Phillips
I would like to extend a big thank you to everyone
who has so generously donated through our 'pay it
forward' tap points at supporting cafes.

At the opening of the new NOVA for Women and
Children hub in Charlestown, we were able to gift
10 haircuts vouchers, and three cafe meal
vouchers with money generously donated through
the Grill'd Local Matters campaign.

Since the start of COVID in April, over $2600 has
been 'paid forward' by the community through
initiatives coordinated by Hunter Homeless Connect. This hub is the only drop-in hub in the Lake
Macquarie area for women and children at risk of
This has enabled us to buy over 130 haircut, food
homelessness or experiencing homelessness and
and cafe meal vouchers from local businesses, and
domestic and family violence.
distribute them to local people experiencing, or at
risk of homelessness across Newcastle, Lake
The Charlestown Hub offers women with or
Macquarie and the Hunter.
without children a safe place to access assistance
with homelessness and domestic violence and a
This is part of our ongoing campaign to support a
place to have something to eat, a shower if they
community response to local homelessness.
like, free toiletries and clothes and a washing
machine and dryer.
Image: NOVA for Women and Children Charlestown Hub
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CONNECTING THE HUNTER IN ACTION
"I think this is a really important project. I spent a few years
on the streets myself, and then someone offered me a free
haircut. It made me feel like a million bucks. It seems like
something so small, but it meant the world to me".
Volunteer at Survivor's R Us
“For us, being able to provide a free haircut to the young
people we support is a big thing. A haircut can help boost
someone’s self confidence and sense of belonging, it can
affirm that they belong in society just like everyone else. It
can be what they need to feel good about a job interview,
and just feel good about themselves.”
Caseworker at Path 2 Change
"We gave a cafe meal voucher to a female in her mid 40s
who has been homeless for a long time, just couch surfing.
She came to us for assistance and while she was waiting
we were able to send her to Onyx for a free meal with a
Connecting the Hunter voucher. She was deeply touched as
it was such an unexpected kindness."
Mayfield HopeStreet BaptistCare
Image: A young person getting a haircut at the Neighbourhood Barber, one of our supporting businesses

Additional vouchers for food, cafe meals and haircuts have been
distributed by caseworkers through the Premier's Youth Initiative,
Path 2 Change, HopeStreet BaptistCare, Project Eve, Survivor's R
Us, Food not Bombs, Reach Homeless Services, Alesco Community
College, the Big Issue street soccer, NOVA for Women and
Children and Got Your Back Sista.
Thank you also to our growing list of supporting businesses!
To 'pay it forward' at a donation tap point and support this
community response to homelessness, please visit one of our
three supporting cafes; Onyx Espresso Bar, Suspension Espresso,
or Bank Corner Espresso and Bar.
If you would like to know more, or get involved please contact
Nissa, our Connecting the Hunter Program Coordinator or check us
out online at www.hunterhomelessconnect.org.au.
Phone: 0401 163 761
Email: connecting@hunterhomelessconnect.org.au

