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HUNTER HOMELESS CONNECT OUT AND
ABOUT IN THE COMMUNITY
by Nissa Lee Phillips
In November 2020 Hunter Homeless Connect joined
the Hunter Community Alliance's listening campaign
to hear about local issues and document stories of
the social and financial pressures in our region.
As I write this, we have spoken with nearing fifty
people accessing, or working at homeless support
and crisis relief centres across Newcastle.

Here are some snapshots from the listening
campaign so far;
"We are seeing a lot of kids sleeping in cars with
their parents, and women over 55 years old come
in with their little dogs.

The stories that I am hearing illustrate wider social
problems and the changing social demographics of
poverty, food insecurity and homelessness in our
region. They provide a human face to the data.

Our Backyard is a band aid problem. It helps keep
people safe, and out of public spaces, especially
women and families. But it doesn’t solve
homelessness. The real issue is the need for safe
and affordable housing in Newcastle.” Our
Backyard Car to Home Project.

Homelessness is complex and can affect anyone. It
can look like couch surfing, car sleeping, escaping
domestic and family violence, staying in temporary
accommodation or sleeping on the street.

"I'm here because of my financial situation. Private
rent is so high, and then there's bills. I literally
have to come here to get food so I can afford to
eat." Jesmond Neighbourhood Centre.
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PAYING IT FORWARD IN ACTION
The Hunter Homeless Connect committee and myself would
like to extend a big thank you to all the people who have so
generously donated money at the 'tap points' at our three
supporting cafes. So far the donation tap points have raised
over $3000! This money is used to buy food and haircut
vouchers for local people in need.
Just last week we were able to provide Jesmond
Neighbourhood Centre with ten food vouchers worth five
hundred dollars. So far this year we have also been able to
provide thirty four food and haircut vouchers to youth at
Alesco community college, the Big Issue street soccer and to
'Food not Bombs' at Hamilton train station.
To 'pay it forward' at a donation tap point and support this
community response to homelessness, please visit one of our
three supporting cafes; Onyx Espresso Bar, Suspension
Espresso in Islington, or Bank Corner Espresso and Bar in
Newcastle West. This initiative is supported by Port Waratah
Coal Services.
Thanks to recent funding from the City of Newcastle, an additional
two thousand copies of the Hunter Homeless Connect directory
have been widely distributed across Newcastle and the Hunter
since December 2020. For many in our community, the directory
has become a valuable resource. We rely on funding to print
regular supplies of hard copies for services who need to hand them
out to people in need. For those with access to resources and
printers, it can be downloaded from our website here. If you're
able to assist us with funding ($2,000.00) for future print runs,
please email Michelle Faithfull at
info@hunterhomelessconnect.org.au
Hunter Homeless Connect have also been distributing donated
goods including food and sanitary items to kindness cupboards
and free shops across Newcastle and Lake Macquarie.
"Families appreciate the donations because they can't always
afford sanitary items. They appreciate that there's a variety here",
said Maxine Fennell from Family Support Newcastle.
If you would like to know more check us out online at
www.hunterhomelessconnect.org.au.
Phone: 0401 163 761
Email: connecting@hunterhomelessconnect.org.au

